
 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NEWSLETTER 

November 2025 

Satellite Family Child Care System and Milwaukee Succeeds are excited to introduce Upward 
Milwaukee — an initiative to provide participants program-sustaining support and resources 
while increasing health and safety practices and program quality measures. 

What supports can participants access? 

 

 

 

 

Who is eligible? Participants must… 

 operate a licensed or certified family child care program in the city of Milwaukee. 

 have a Registry level 7 or higher or the equivalent of 6 college credits in early childhood 
education. 

 intend to keep family child care program operating for the next 3 years. 

 not be currently eligible for Satellite's accreditation system due to between ten to twenty 
licensing violations on record. 

This three-year opportunity is currently available until October of 2028. Participants may have 
the opportunity to transition from Upward Milwaukee into Satellite's accreditation system 

Click here to apply for Upward Milwaukee 

 

• A consultant 

• In-person & virtual professional learning 

• Equipment and curriculum unit loans 

• Resource library 

• Developmental screening & assessment tools 

• Program assessment tools 

• Local family child care support group 

• Local social gatherings & educator 
appreciation event 

• Mentoring program 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSei_ml-tfHnTS-KU6o7LI9R8HWYkqyJ2HR1TMS6JWbBuPom4Q/viewform?usp=header


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cambria Grzybowski 
Twigs-Nature Inspired Child Care 

Lissette Santiago  
Lisy Family Day Care 

Madalyn Syverson 
Pine and Meadow Nursery 

Anabel Macias-Jara & Hector Soto 
Children’s Exploration Child Care 

Welcome Satellite Affiliate 
members! 

Shykeria Hullum – Hullum’s World 

Mary Jo Flocca 
Little Rascals Family Daycare 

Congrats on your 
Reaccreditation! 



 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOqTJLAiPVupmQyup4X9h1P4EuUQTCOPzyvkLDGFrTF6d0mQ/viewform?usp=header


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony's Bilingual Preschool 
Program owner: Margarita Ugalde 
Accredited Satellite educator 



 

 

Discussing Differences 
Relevant Satellite Accreditation Standards 
IV. Supporting Children’s Development 

D. The provider assures respect for the diversity that exists within the community. 
2. The provider models positive regard for all differences and responds warmly and factually to 
children’s feelings or questions about them. 

   

The Basics 
Humans evolved to cooperate with one another and create social groups, and therefore children are keen 

observers of others’ characteristics, behaviors, and abilities. Our brains naturally recognize familiar (I’ve come 

across this before and know what to expect) and novel social information (this is new for me, and I should pay 

more attention). Children notice similarities and differences in physical characteristics (such as eye shape, hair, 

and skin color), physical abilities, and language beginning in infancy. 

Why should we talk about differences? How adults respond to children’s curious questions and 

statements about others impacts their perception of diversity, or differences in physical characteristics, 

abilities, behaviors, language, identities, and beliefs among people. When adults avoid early conversations 

about diversity, toddlers and preschoolers internalize (often inaccurate or harmful) beliefs about differences 

(Sullivan, 2020). Exposure to and discussion of differences among people in a factual, positive way increases 

children’s empathy towards and inclusion of those who look, speak, act, or think differently than themselves 

(Alonge, 2024). When similarities and differences are discussed openly, children learn to… 

• celebrate what makes everyone unique, including themselves and their own identity. 

• recognize differences among people as a normal, natural part of life. 

How can I discuss differences? Educators play an important role in normalizing and celebrating diversity 

in their program and the broader community. Below are strategies for educators to use when talking about 

differences among people. 



 

Discussing Differences (Cont.) 

→  Be factual, direct, and honest – “You have blonde hair, and your friend has black hair. You both have 

brown eyes!” or “You are right. My skin tone is lighter than yours. There are so many different skin 

tones. We both love pancakes for breakfast. We are the same and different in many ways.” 

→ Model respect for diversity among people – “He uses a wheelchair to help him move around. 

Everyone’s body is different!” 

→ Welcome conversation – “You noticed your friend is using headphones. Those help keep their body 

calm. What helps keep your body calm?” 

→ Incorporate books and materials that represent diversity – “You noticed our book character has two 

dads. Some children have two dads. Every family is unique.” 

I want to learn more! 
• PBS KIDS Talk About Differences and Similarities (Video) 

• We are different, we are the same: Teaching young children about diversity (Resource) 

• Celebrating the Differences That Make All Children Unique! (Article) 

• Talking to Children About Racial Bias (Article) 

• Activities that Promote Racial and Cultural Awareness (Article) 

Books available through Satellite’s lending library:  
(for Satellite participating programs only) 

• Spotlight on Young Children: Equity and Diversity (Gillanders, 2019) 
• The Exceptional Child: Inclusion in Early Childhood: Inclusion in Early Childhood Education (Allen, 1996) 

• Anti-Bias Education for Young Children and Ourselves (Derman-Sparks, 2010) 
 

   

  

https://youtu.be/cn06KZeQ43k?si=Fmh0k-RujA9NvFUb
https://bkc-od-media.vmhost.psu.edu/documents/Activities1506.pdf
https://pathways.org/celebrating-differences
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/healthy-living/emotional-wellness/Building-Resilience/Pages/Talking-to-Children-About-Racial-Bias.aspx
https://www.pbs.org/kcts/preciouschildren/diversity/read_activities.html


 
Upcoming Professional Development 

    
Exploring Quality in Family Child Care: How Adults Support Children’s Emotions 

Young children rely on adults to organize and support their developing emotions like anger, excitement, 
sadness, or frustration. Licensed clinical social worker Janna Hack will explore how adults support 
children’s development of self-regulation skills through responsive interactions, emotion-affirming 
language, and calming techniques. Since adults can only support children’s emotions if they are calm 
themselves, participants will learn in the moment mindful self-regulation strategies. 

Watch the recording on our YouTube channel!  

   

Exploring Quality in Family Child Care: Rich Sensory Experiences 

Sensory experiences involve play with one or more sensory systems, including visual, auditory, tactile, 
gustatory, olfactory, vestibular, proprioceptive, and interoceptive. Positive sensory experiences are 
essential in early brain development. This course will explore how sensory play opens opportunities for 
children to practice language, cognitive, motor, social, and emotional skills. Participants will learn 
techniques for offering a variety of rich sensory experiences for a mixed-age group through intentional 
planning, high-quality interactions, and self-reflection. 

December 2 • 1 – 2 PM • Zoom • English and Spanish • 1 hour of Registry credit 

Register here (by 11/30)  

https://youtube.com/@satellitefamilychildcaresystem?si=nvG9FaLF3vFTs8AR
https://forms.gle/hefqUWrfRyUePV996


 
Satellite Professional Learning 
Exploring Quality in Family Child Care 

Tuesdays   •   1 – 2 pm   •   Zoom   •   1 hour of Registry credit   •   English and Spanish 

Dates Topic Registration 

December 2 Rich Sensory Experiences Register by 11/30 

January 13 Selecting High-Quality Materials Register by 1/11 

February 10 PBS Kids Presents: Developmentally Appropriate Media Register by 2/8 

March 10 Promoting Friendship Skills Register by 3/8 

ECHO Family Child Care Cohort 
Wednesdays   •   6 – 7 pm   •   Zoom   •   4 hours of Registry credit 
Learn strategies to support inclusive family child care for children identified with a special health or 
development need through four discussion-based evening sessions. Learn more information here.  

Language Dates Registration 

English only January 7 January 21 February 4 February 18 Register by 1/5 

Spanish only March 4 March 18 April 1 April 15 Register by 3/2 

Guided Book Studies 
Thursdays   •   1 – 2 pm   •   Zoom   •   16 hours of Registry credit   •   English only 
Only for programs participating in Satellite’s accreditation system. 

Dates Book Registration 

February 12 – 
April 2 

The Musical Child: Using the Power of Music to Raise Children 
Who Are Happy, Healthy, and Whole Register by 1/2 

Obtaining Registry Credit* for Satellite’s Virtual (Zoom) Professional Learning Sessions 
To receive hours of Registry of credit for web-based professional development, you must:  

• Be present for at least 75% of the session. 
• Complete an evaluation at the end of the session and enter your Registry information. 

You can view and print your proof of attendance through your Wisconsin Registry account. It may take several weeks 
before your attendance is entered into the Registry. Certificates of completion will not be mailed or emailed to 
participants. 
*If you do not complete the steps above and wish to document a Satellite event that you attended or a Satellite event 
recording you watched, complete the DCF form Continuing Education Record—Independent Reading/Video Viewing 
for your own record. 
  

https://forms.gle/hefqUWrfRyUePV996
https://forms.gle/iTZAosxjKS1VqcbV7
https://forms.gle/4LNUwDZsJm8HAwgE6
https://forms.gle/Y48VBkyzBorDXDG29
https://www.waisman.wisc.edu/echo/echo-early-childhood-education/
https://forms.gle/W8PBn32wSpbhm63u8
https://forms.gle/Q4kej86v5zEhc9rJ7
https://forms.gle/PRToZEwDwuvcr4hn8
https://wiregistry.org/
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/forms/pdf/2114.pdf


 

 

 

  

https://www.reachdane.org/cms_files/resources/Satellite%20Support%20Groups.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Pick-up and drop-off of equipment and units occurs during 
consultant visits to your program.  Additional exchanges of 
equipment and units may occur at the Satellite office.  
Communicate with your accreditation consultant to 
determine a day and time when Satellite staff are present.  

Satellite members have full access to Satellite’s equipment and curriculum units. 
Check the link below regularly to view our full lending options. When you sign up 
for equipment and units, your consultant will inform you of whether the item is 
available immediately or if you’re on the waitlist. 

 

Build-a-Village 

Doll House & Accessories 

Space Exploration 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8bvjJ6eGJN-7SmvSBu7k11m2fpMVn7tccXFvMlvseAeJYtA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8bvjJ6eGJN-7SmvSBu7k11m2fpMVn7tccXFvMlvseAeJYtA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8bvjJ6eGJN-7SmvSBu7k11m2fpMVn7tccXFvMlvseAeJYtA/viewform?usp=header


 

 

 

 

  

Document Frequency 

☐ Health report and TB test Complete within 1 year of enrollment, before reaching associate 
status 

☐ Home safety checklist 4 times per year.  Educators begin quarterly checks on this list when 
they become an affiliate educator.  All items must be met before 
accreditation and consistently thereafter. 

☐ Liability insurance Submit annually upon reaching associate status 

☐ Car insurance Submit annually if transporting children 

☐ Quarterly survey 4 times per year 

☐ Animal vaccinations  Submit annually (if applicable) 

☐ Confidentiality release (information 
exchange between program and Satellite 
consultant) 

All newly enrolled children in program-or-included in program’s 
policies 

☐ Continuing education record 20 hours annually after achieving accreditation 

☐ Child abuse and neglect training  Every 2 years 

☐ CPR Every 1 or 2 years (depends on expiration date on CPR card) 

☐ Program policies Reviewed with each (re)accreditation  

☐ Family/educator contract Reviewed with each (re)accreditation  

Paperwork, Paperwork, Paperwork! 
There is a lot of documentation to keep track of. Become familiar with Satellite’s documentation requirements: 

Thinking about retirement? 

Use this tool from Civitas Strategies to learn more about your retirement plan options 
as a small business owner! 

To learn more, click on the text below. 

Why have a 
retirement plan? 

How do I choose the 
right retirement plan? 

How can I maximize 
my savings? 

https://www.civstrat.com/retirement-tool
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e207905b6302c1fe0b090b6/t/6414d8c749dee06da2ca5d0c/1679087815948/CIVITAS_2023_Retirement_Part_1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e207905b6302c1fe0b090b6/t/6414d8c749dee06da2ca5d0c/1679087815948/CIVITAS_2023_Retirement_Part_1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e207905b6302c1fe0b090b6/t/6414d8cd5e5be16c82502381/1679087821415/CIVITAS_2023_Retirement_Part_2.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e207905b6302c1fe0b090b6/t/6414d8cd5e5be16c82502381/1679087821415/CIVITAS_2023_Retirement_Part_2.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e207905b6302c1fe0b090b6/t/6414d8d09cdcb72c32e954ee/1679087824929/CIVITAS_2023_Retirement_Part_3.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e207905b6302c1fe0b090b6/t/6414d8d09cdcb72c32e954ee/1679087824929/CIVITAS_2023_Retirement_Part_3.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

  

Amy Christianson 
Language Access, Curriculum, and 
Satellite Director 
achristianson@reachdane.org 
 

Laura Simkin 
Satellite Associate Director 
(608) 381-2676  
lsimkin@reachdane.org 
Contact Laura with all general questions 
related to accreditation and Satellite services. 

  

Mykenzie Lerg 
Accreditation and Upward 
Milwaukee Consultant 
(608) 843-5378   
mlerg@reachdane.org 

Estella Vargas 
Accreditation Consultant 
Bilingual (Spanish/English)  
(608) 852-7724 
evargas@reachdane.org 

Jen Jorgensen 
Accreditation Consultant 
(608) 416-9531 
jjorgensen@reachdane.org 

Grace Eilers 
Family Child Care Content Specialist 
(608) 400-2823  
geilers@reachdane.org  

  

Rachel Halstead  
Accreditation Consultant 
(608) 690-0174 
rhalstead@reachdane.org 
 

Stephanie Winkel 
Accreditation and Upward 
Milwaukee Consultant 
(608) 416-3996 
swinkel@reachdane.org 
 

Laura Cruz 
Administrative Assistant 
Bilingual (Spanish/English) 
(608) 910-0382 
lcruz@reachdane.org  
 

Janna Hack 
Mental Health Consultant 

Satellite Family Child Care System  
(608) 275-6740 

satellitefcc@reachdane.org 

Mailing and drop-off address: 

2096 Red Arrow Trail, Fitchburg, WI 53711 

Label mailed and hand delivered items with “attention:  
Satellite” & and the Satellite staff person’s name 
 

mailto:achristianson@reachdane.org
mailto:lsimkin@reachdane.org
mailto:mlerg@reachdane.org
mailto:evargas@reachdane.org
mailto:jjorgensen@reachdane.org
mailto:geilers@reachdane.org
mailto:rhalstead@reachdane.org
mailto:swinkel@reachdane.org
mailto:lcruz@reachdane.org
mailto:satellitefcc@reachdane.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.reachdane.org/Satellite%20Supports%20Booklet.pdf
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